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KO M. _ xii. Ver. 19. 


DEARLY . BELOVED, AVENGE NOT YouR4 
SELVES; BUT RATHER Gun PLACE UNs 
ro WRATH: FR IT 18 WRITTEN, VEN= 
GEANCE IS MINE ; 1 WILL REPAY, 
SAITH THE LORD. 


more advantageous point of view to 
engage the attention of mankind, 
than when conſidered as beſpeaking that 
attention; by the affectionate regard it ex- 
preſſes for the ſocial intereſts, welfare, and 
happineſs of this preſent life. That which 
is to come is undonbtedly the primary object 
of it's inſtitution ; but the ſeveral duties re- 
lating to both are fo cloſely connected and 
interwoven, that the hopes of enjoying the 
promiſes, and felicity of either, are inſepa - 
table, and, founded on the ſame principle 
of Goſpel- obedience, muſt ſtand or fall to- 
e ARG glad tidings of ſalvation were 
| B. * pub» 
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publiſhed to the world, with equally g/ag 
tidings of joy to all people, of peace on earth, 
good will towards men. Nor did Chriſtiani. 
ty in it's ſubſequent advances and triumphs 

over the powers of Sin and Darkneſs, ever 
uſe a language different from what it ſpake 
from the beginning---the language of love, 
gentleneſs, and univerſal benevolence. Full 
of Grace were the words which flowed 
from our Lord's mouth; addreſſed to the 
tendereſt affections of the human heart, 
and calculated to ſooth the unruly paſſions 
by precepts ©* ſmoother than, oil, fwweeter than 
honey and the honey-comb.” They ever re- 
preſent and treat Man as born for the So- 
ciety of his Fellow- creatures on earth, az 
well as that of Angels in Heaven; and af- 
ſectionately prepare him for the full enjoy- 
ment of preſent and future bliſs. © Thus it 
has pleafed the Author of our Faith, in this 
ſenſe at leaſt, -to eſtabliſh his Aingdom in 
this world as well as the next; in this en- 
larged view to make both one, to reconcile | 
in one body the whole family of his true Dil 
ciples by a Golpel of Peace. 


And yet this very FO VE ofameekand 


i ſpirit has been thought to bear no fa- 
| vourable 


. 
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16 1 
vourable aſpect to the ſucceſs of human polity; 
where the wiſdom eſteemed ſo neceſſary to 
be employed in the myſtery of government; 
— very inconſiſtent with the honeſt 
plainneſs, and ſimplicity of the Children of 
Light; where wars and rapine are fo often 
wantonly let looſe by ambition, or caprice; 
to ravage and lay waſte an innocent land; 
and the refined intrigues of State Subtlety 
are not unfrequently carried on without any 
regard to the moral juſtice or probity of 
State-meaſures. The objection indeed might 
have ſome weight, had it been the deſign 
of Religion to ſcatter firebrands, arrows and 
death around; to fet the battle in array, or 
buld up Sion with blood and Iniguity. Far 
different was the buſireſs of the Prince 
of Peace; He came in the Spirit of meekneſs 
and charity, not to deſtroy men's lives but 10 ſave 
them. He came not to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of 
worldly politics, but to erect a pure, and ſpot- 
leſs kingdom in the hearts of men, a kingdom 
whoſe ſceptre is Righteoujneſs, whoſe N is 
Juſtice, Mercy, a 1 Truth. | 
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Ir deere Chri lion * been re- 
preſented as too cold and languid to keep 
the machine of government in due vi- 
Lott | 89 gour 
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publiſhed to the world, with equally g/a4 
tidings of joy to all people, of peace on earth, 
good will towards men. Nor did Chriſtiani- 
ty in it's ſubſequent advances and triumphs 
over the powers of Sin and Darkneſs, ever 
uſe a language different from what it ſpake 
from the beginning---the language of love, 
gentleneſs, and univerſal benevolence. Full 
of Grace were the words which flowed 
from our Lord's mouth; addreſſed to the 
tendereſt affections of .the human heart, 
and calculated to ſooth the unruly paſſions 
by precepts ** ſmoother than oil, ſiveeter than 
honey and the honey-comb.” They ever re- 
preſent and treat Man as born for the So- 
ciety of his Fellow-creatures on earth, as 
well as that of Angels in Heaven ; and at- 
fectionately prepare him for the full enjoy- 
ment of preſent and future bliſs. Thus it 
has pleaſed the Author of our Faith, in this 
ſenſe at leaſt, -to eſtabliſh his Aingdom in 
this world as well as the next; in this en- 
larged view to make both one, to reconcile - 
in one body the whole family of bis u true Diſ- 

ciples by a Gojpet of Peace. 


And yet this very circumſtanceof a meek and 


patient ſpirit has been thought to bear no fa- 
| vourable 
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vourableaſpe to the ſucceſs of human polity; 
where the wiſdom eſteemed ſo neceflary to 
be employed in the myſtery of government; 
ſeems. very inconfiſtent with the honeſt 
plainneſs, and ſimplicity of the Children of 
Light ; where wars and rapine are fo often 
wantonly let looſe by ambition, or caprice, 
to ravage and lay waſte an innocent land; 
and the refined intrigues of State Subtlety 
are not unfrequently carried on without any 
regard to the moral juſtice or probity of 
State-meaſures. The objection indeed might 
have ſome weight, had it been the defign 
of Religion to ſcatter firebrands, arrows and 
death around; to ſet the battle in array, or 
buld up Sion with blood and Iniquity. Far 
different was the buſireſs of the Prince 
of Peace; He came in the Spirit of meekneſs 
and charity, not to deſtroy men's lives but 10 ſave 
them. He came not to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of 
worldly politics, but to erect a pure, and ſpot- 
leſs kingdom in the hearts of men, a kingdom 


whole ſceptre is Righteouſneſs, whoſe e is 
Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. 


Ir however Chrifianity has been re- 
preſented as too cold and languid to keep 
the machine of government in due vi- 
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gour and. activity, yet on the other hand 
(fo great is the inconſiſtency and contra- 
dition of Infidelity!) che inflammatory ſpirit 
of the Goſpel has been imagined to be pro- 
ductive of — which greatly over- 
balance the good deſigned by it's promulga 
tion, Horrid indeed have been the havock 
and maſſacres, that the cruelty, bigotry, 
and ſuperſtition, of a miſtaken and furious 
zeal have dealt around the world. Our 
Lord, by no means ignorant of the future 
corruption of his doctrine, foreſaw. and 
ſoretold that his coming would, inſtead of 
- Peace, ſend Fire and Sword on Earth, would 
ſet at variance the cloſeſt fumily y-connexions; 
and experience has too fatally fulfilled the 
prophecy. But what pure and perfect gift 
ef Heaven has not met with the ſame fate, 
* entruſted to the care and management 

of a ffi. generation? The moſt innocent 
productions of Nature have by many pro- 
geſſes, and much art, been unaccountably 
worked up into the moſt noxious and: bane- 
ful — 4 No wondet then if even a G9 
pel of Meekneſi and Peace ſhould ſuffer in 
common with other gracious bleſſings from 
above ; ſhould be perverted to purpoſes 


very foreign from it's native temper ; 
one 
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ſhould meet with no greater favour or rey 
upon earth than it's meek and mer» 
ciful Author had experienced; though no 
In, na guile or malice was found jn bit mouth, 
Jn itſelf all love, all joy, and benevolence, 
it wiſhes to extend it's benign influence 
over all people, and bring forth fruit, ſuit» 
able to the original, in our lives and con- 
verſations, The fruit of it is /ove, joy, peace; 
long - ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
meekneſs, temperance, and patience, and every 
amiable virtue.--Nor is there any precept 
more conducive to promote this great work, 
and the general good of mankind, than 
what is recommended in the Text: 4+ 
venge not yourſetves, but rather give place 
unto wrath : Jar it is written, V engeance i 


Sou E teſlections on the importance of 


engage our obedience to it, will afford ſuffi 


pive place unto n J 


mine ; 1 will repay: ſaith the oven * 4 


this rule, and the apnexed reaſon given to 
cient matter for our preſent confideration. 4 


iſt. “ Avenge not youtlelver, but _ | 


Turs 
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Tus Precept, though of infinite c6n: 
cern to the Peace of Society (77 the peace 
wherepf we can only hope to have peace) ſeems 
wholly reſerved for the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
rater of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. Few, 
if any, of the Teachers of Morality ever 
adopted this generous principle into their 
ſyſtems, or practice. Few, if any, difal- 
lowed the Retaliation of Injuries, which is 
utterly inconſiſtent with that Poverty of 
Spirit, that refined Duty of Charity, 6 
ſtrongly recommended to the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, ſo eſſentially neceſſary to promote 
the great deſign of overcoming evil with 
good.' Evil, of ſome ſort or other, falls to 
the lot of human life; and as long as hu- 
man nature continues to be what it is, com- 
poſed of paſſions, frailty, ſin and corruption, 
it muſt needs be that offences will come. It 
is the Chriſtian's duty, by forbearmg and 
forgiving one another in love, to improve 


them to his advantage, and turn even the 
Wrath of Man to the e * 


- InjJuRIFe may be confilerg as reſpeAing 
ether our e our perſons or charatler: 
but whatever form they may aſſume, however 
intereſting in their conſequences, or pro- 

voking 
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voking in theit circumſtances, the Sufferer 
is equally forbidden to claim to himſelf the 
Power of Vengeance, or in any way refi/t 
the evil, i. e. to repay, as his own inclina- 
tion may will, the evil brought on him by 
a ſimilar return of evil. Redreſs may with 
great reaſon. be expected from the hands of 
public authority, but will come with a very 
ill grace from his own. But if this ſhould 
fail his expectations in the day of need, 
the Text will adviſe him not to right him- 
ſelf by any act of revenge, but rather to 
take vorong, to ſuffer it to vent it's fill of 
malice, and give place unto wrath; i. e. pa- 
tiently to commit the reſentment of thoſe 
ſufferings to the God of Wrath, who will 
cettainly judge his cauſe, as he himſelf Nas, 
told us,“ Lengecbee is mine; 1 will PP 


9 8 8 taken 2 this ami- 
able Spirit of Gentleneſs and Forbearance in 
the Goſpel, ſo far to extend it's influence 
over it's followers, as to leave nothing bet- 
ter than this paſſive tameneſs for their com- 
fort, ſupport and ſecurity, againſt the vio- 
lence of every Roaring Lion and Evening 
olf uf Rapine in their perilous. paſſage . 
. life. Hard indeed would be the 

fate 


1 — 


(' 8 ] 
fate of Chriſtians, gtievouſly heavy the 
yoke of Chriſtianity; if it left them at the 
mercy of an oppreſſive world, expoſed to 
every inſult, yet deprived of all power of 
reſiſtance; doomed to be gf al men mf 
miſerable by being forbidden to take ven- 
geance of injuties themſelves, or to apply 
for it to thoſe powers who were ordained 
by God to fill the ſeat of vengeanee, and 
whoſe act in theſe caſes is pronounced to 
be the act of God. However unnatural 
and unſcriptural this notion may be, it will 
not perhaps be improper to take notice of 
the two paſſages in Holy Wirit which have 
been thought to ſpeak moſt in it's favour, 
The „ir, appeats in St. Matthew's Goſpel ; 
where our bleſſed Lord gives this advice; 
« Wheſoever fhall ſinite thee on the. right 
cheek ; turn to him the other alſo: and, 
« If. ae wi hs thee at the law, and 
take aay thy coat, let bim baue thy chak 
alſo.” The mode of expreſſion here is el- 
liptical z and as it frequently oecurs in Holy 
Scripture, muſt be underſtood in a compara- 
tive, not abſolute ſenſe, and in it's full mean- 
ing expreſſive; not of a poirive; but compare- 
thye, command; which amounts only to 
n that if any _— or perſonal jnju- 


ries. 


if eo 1 


ries be offered, ſuch as that of niting us 
on the: right cheek, we are inſtructed rather 
to turn to him the other alſo ; than avenge 
ourſelves. by retaliating the ſame inſolent 
uſage on the aggreſſor. And again, in 
caſe of any violence or attack on proper- 
ty, if any man will ſue thee at the lau and 
take away tby coat, rather ſubmit to let him 
have thy cloak @ %; . rather be content to 
endure. even a; further loſs, than endeavour 
to redreſs the wrong by ſimilar acts of fraud 
and iniquity. In each caſe. there is no po- 
ſitive rule advanced, but it is recommend- 
ed as the wiſeſt ſtep, and moſt ſuitable to 
Chriſtian Charity, rather to bear with pa- 
tience the , greateſt injuſtice, than throu Wer 
deſire of eren commit the . 

THE other Scrippury-paſſogs is to be 
found in St. Paul's Addreſs: to his Corin- 
thian Converts expreſſed; in words which 
ſeem to condemn all law proceedings among 


Brethren, of the ſame Faith. There i is ut 


terly a fault, ſays the Apoſtle, among /i you, be- 
cauſe ye go to lau one with another. 1 do 
he not rather take wrong ? Why do ye- nat 

ratſier ſuffer yourſelves to be defrauded ?” But 
the drift of the Mae s reaſoning will 


deter- | 


[to /) 
determine the words to a ſenſe far diffe- 
rent from that which they have been thought 
to countenance. For (as it has been well 
obſerved from this place on a like occaſion)* 
&« 1, The diſputes here referred to amongſt 
fe == primitive Believers, related only to 

all and #nconfiderable matters, © ſuch as 

15 «mig eaſily have been accommodated, 
te without oing to law one with another, by 
«an arbitration among themſelves ; as appears 
« from what he ſays at the third Verſe of that 
« Chapter; tre ye woorthy ta judge of the 
el matters g 2 2dly. He likewiſe 
« intimates in the firſtand ſixth Verſes, that 
Y it gave too great a ſcandal to the Chriſ- 
«« tian. Religion to bring ſuch trivial cauſes 
before the judicatories of Unbelievers.” 
And, 3dly, © In greater and more important 
concerns, his own practice may convince 
us that” he uche it no prejudice to the 
| « putity of the opel, if he himſelf ap- 
2 „ unto Car. And therefore, not- 
0 withſtanding this ſbppoſed | prohibition i in 
the above paffage, what the ſame Apoſtle 
cc ſays of the Eevitical aw is applicable to 
« all legal proceedings ; We know that the 
„ Law is good, if'a a Ds N lawfully.” The 


words certainly imply; that the Law may be 
uſed 


See Fenton's Aſſiſe Sermon, 
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vexatious and frivolous ſuits take their rife 
from a Spirit of Malice and Revenge, from a 
malignity of temper, that rejoices in pro- 
moting; ſtrife, contention, and diſcord among 
men, the common principles of Humanity, 
as well as thoſe of Religion, will pronounce 
an appeal. to law, unlawful. In caſes of 
real injuries, of conſequence to our per/on, 
property, or character, where no adequate 
ſatisfaction can otherwiſe be obtained; 
where the demand may be made in equity 

and ſupported without bitterneſs and hatred, 
the Voice, of Nature will encourage a Chriſ- 
tian to apply for redreſs, where the Law 
for redreſs is oper ; the Voice of Chriſtianity 
will aſſure him, that in ſuch caſes the Law 
i« good, and the uſe of it moſt religiouſly 
lawful. aan | 


Var after all this generous proviſion by 
the Laws of God and Man for the redreſs of 
injuries, inſtances have not been wanting of 
many,- under. the character of Men of Spirit 

G2 ; and b 
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and Courage, LI by aſſuming into their 
own hands the right of the Sword of Judg. 
ment, have dared avenge themſelves in 
the day of combat. Men of ſpirit and 
courage they certainly may be ; but little 
know of what ſpirit and courage they 
ought to be--- a ſpirit reſembling the meek. 
neſs of Chriſt ; a courage founded on the 
fear of God and obedience to the laws of 
the community. But ſetting aſide this reli. 
gious conſideration, it may be proper to re- 
mind theſe mighty men of valour, that in a 
nation raiſed to the higheſt pitch of human 
grandeur and dominion by the nobleſt ef. 
forts of martial proweſs, Duelling was a 
way of vindication perfectly ſcandalous. 
To fight a fellow-citizen was an act of 
infamy. Whenever any diſpute aroſe or af- 
front was offered, which the preſent times 
have faſhionably termed a Punctilio of Ho- 
nour, the challefige was to ſhew uter utri 
anteferendus in the field of battle, againſt 
the common enemy of their country, or 
ambition. There was the locus probande 
wirtutis; then the dies qui de controverfiis ju. 
dicaret &. *, If the example might merit the 


. Vide Cofar. Comment, de Belk Gall, lib. 5. 
imitation 
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imitation of modern heroes, their many vir- 
tues and much courage would become an 
honour and ſervice to that Religion and 
Country which they now only tend to diſ- 
grace, and draw on their poſſeſſors the de- 
ſerved cenſure of every well - wiſner to man- 
kind. But if ſuch will not enough learn 
Chriſt, and the duty due to their fellow- 
creatures to abſtain from this ſinful practice 
of Revenge, it might perhaps be friendly in 
the legiſlature (with great deference be it 
ſpoken) to prevent, by a kind interpoſi- 
tion, ſuch raſh invaders of the Preroga- 
tive of Heaven from being thus wantonly, 
in the prime and vigour of their days, hur- 
ried alive into the grave. | 


Axp here we may take notice of 1 
inſtance, where the precept in the text has 
been found greatly to fail in a due influence 
on human conduct; and that is in the in- 
juries we bring upon ourſelves. After a 
life infamouſly ſquandered away in riot. and 
extravagancies, Man begins at laſt to find, 
he has been, through every ſcene of it, his 
own greateſt foe. He is reduced to a ſtate 
of enmity with his Maker, fellow-crea- 


m_ and himſelf; ; doomed to drag on the 


burthen 


( 14 ] 
durthen of his remaining days in variety of 
wretchedneſs,. in poverty, and deſpair, 
Under theſe circumſtances, the broken ſpi- 
rĩt, worn down with grief, has been t00 
apt to revolt againſt the coolneſs of reflec. 
tion, and perſuade theſe fons of forrow to 
refcue their patience from the fiery trial, and 
fly for refuge into the arms of a violent, felf- 
fought death. Surely the ſlighteſt attention 
to the voice of Reafon and Religion (if 6 
ftilt and fmall a voice might be heard in the 
Houſe of Mourning) would ſtifle every dread- 
ful with of thus avenging themſelves, and teach 
at leaſt this one important leſſon from miſ- 
fortunes - Refignation to the Will of Hea- 
ven. The cup they are now to drink of 
is certainly the cup of wrath, and the heart- 
cutting thought that their own - follies Wave 
procured the ingredients, will greatly em- 
bitter the nauſeous draught; But ſtill it is 
to be conſidered as ihe cup of the Lord; and 
at the hand of the Lord: it muff be drank; 
unleſs that hand ſhalb think proper to re- 
move it. Till this be done, man's duty is 
to ſubmit, and rather patiently, endure the 
utmoſt ſufferings of this preſent world, than 
fly jm the face of the God of Vengeance, and 
OP the ing of OP through- the 


whole 
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whote day of Eternity; by the dreadful and 
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Ir remains to mention fome fn n 
tions on the  reaſon' expreſſed in the Text, 
for the obſervance of the precept there re- 
commended, ** Vengeance is mine ; I wilt re- 
pay, faith the Lord.” What the Lord is faid 
perſonally. to do, generally means, in gcrĩp- 
5 what he permits or orders to be 
done by his. repreſentative agents. Their 


acts are called; and in truth are, his own. 
Thus, for inſtance; The Lord had ap- 
pointed Samuel to be a Judge and Prophet 
in Iſrael; when he greu ald, and bis fut 
were found unt to walk in bis ways, the Elders 
of the: people' came to defire him to give them 
a King to judge them. The thing diſpleafed 
Samuel, and lit- prayed unto-the Lord: Anil 
the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, Hearkhen unto the 
vice of the people in all that they ſay unto 
thee; for they: bave not rejetfed thee, but they 
baue rejetted Mr, that I ſbould not reign 
over. them! Thus again; when the Lord 
lays, Kengeance is mine, I will rephœy; the 
expreſſion whally- relates to the civil powets 
to whom he has delegated the Sword of 
Vengeance ;- that» fivord\ef* the Lord, whith 


(unleſs 
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. the judge was dead, and no immedi- 


[ 6 J 
(unit it be borne in vain) will be ever ready 
to execute judgment and wrath upon evil-doers, 
and kindly exerted for the praiſe of them that 


do 4vell. The inſtitution of theſe powets is 


from the Lord; they are his Vice-gerents; 
they are Gad on earth, by him they reign, 
by him decree juſtice. The eſtabliſhment of 
government was the affectionate act of Pro- 
vidence, out of pity to mankind, for public 
peace, order and ſecurity. The more per- 


Ject the ſeveral parts of it are, the more it 


muſt anſwer this end; but the moſt imper- 


fe that can be imagined, will be far pre- 
ferable to a total want or deprivation of it. 
Conſult the hiſtory of the Children of Iſrael; 


it will tell you the overflowings of rapine, 


murder, idolatry, and every kind of ungod- 
lineſs, never prevailed to ſo. great a height, 
as when for their puniſhment Heaven had 
withdrawn the authority of a ruler. There 
was then no King in Jrael, no Magiſtrate in 
the land to bring them to ſhame for any thing. 
When the Lord, ſays the Hiſtorian, was 
pleaſed to reſtore this much- wanted power, 


the Lord was with the judge, and delivered 
| them, becauſe of their groanings of repentance, 
all the days of the judge. He further adds, 


ate 


© in ] 

ate ſucceſſor raiſed up among them, They 
returned and corrupted themſelves more than 
their fathers ; they ceaſed not from their own 
doings, nor from their. flubborn way. The 
reaſon is, iat in thoſe days there was no King 
in Iſrael; every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes. The ſure fate of nations in 
every age, when left to follow their own 
inventions, and become a prey to the ſavage 
horrors of anarchy and confuſion. 


Tunis reflection ſhould induce thoſe who 
are blefled with a well-eſtabliſhed conſtitu- 
tion, to regard it with that awe and love 
which gratitude ought to pay to the moſt 
ineſtimable gift Heaven can beſtow on the 
ſons of men. Nor can this reſpectful awe 
and love be better expreſſed than by a reli- 
gious obedience to the Rulers of God's People. 
When due honour is paid to the ſacred name 
and character of Authority, the ſame will 
ſeldom be refuſed to thoſe laws, which. that 
authority-muſt defend. It has been thought 
« a proverb of reproach to one of the wiſeſt 
* of antient nations, that the real wiſdom 
* of their laws was wholly loſt in the folly 
** of paying no attention to 7/hem.”---Far be 
it from me to pronounce this our preſent 
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below the very power of doing good. It 


be the reſult of ſervile fear, the ſure prin- 


4 


eaſe ; but it is very eaſy to foreſee that a 
contempt of the Dy/penjſers of Laws will 
bring this reflection much too near home. 
If ever this ſhould be our unfortunate caſe, 
unfortunate muſt we be beyond any human 
power of recovery | But Religion teaches 
us to hope better things. It teaches that 
ſubmiſſion of cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to 
Thom fear, honour to whom honour, is due : 
which will ever preſerve the juſt power of 
the Magiſtrate, and happineſs of Society. 


Give me leave to obſerve farther, that 
this opinion of the divine inſtitution of ma- 
viſtracy is the only true ſupport of it's au- 
thority. Thoſe who are willing to derive 
it from any other origin, fink it's influence 


ſoon will become an object of ſcorn and re- 
proach. The ſupreme Magiſtrate will be 
familiarly treated, as if nat anointed with oil; 
and ſubordinate ones, as if never entruſted with 
the ſword of the Lord. Whatever obedi- 
ence is paid (if any be paid) to a govern- 
ment thus unhappily circumſtanced, it will 


ciple of hatred and nn of hatred, 
| when 


( xy } 


when it cannot ſhake off the yoke ; of con- 
tempt, when by any means it can. 


Bor the Diſciple of Chriſt will obey not 
only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake 
well knowing that the powers that be are 
ordained of God. To theſe powers he will 
pay a chearful and religious obedience. This, 
like his faith, (whatever tumults the efforts 
of Sedition may raiſe in our ſtreets) not given 
to change or waver, will remain one and 
the ſame, fixed and immoveable in that 
which is right. His obedience, like the 
wiſe man's houſe in the Goſpel, is built on 
a Rock; Let the rain deſcend, the fioods 
% come, the winds blow, and beat upon that 
« Houſe; it will not fall: the reaſon is, that 
« it is founded on à Roc: and Religion adds, 
THAT Rock 1s CHRIST. 
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